The Gift of the Magi.

                                                                ( after O. Henry)
Characters:

Della (a young lady)

Della’s friend

Jim (Della’s husband)

Hairdresser

O. Henry (an author)

Shop assistant

O. Henry:    My dear friends, I hope you still remember me! I’m O. Henry, a famous American writer. I’d like to tell you my favourite story. It is set on Christmas Eve. The main characters are

Jim and Della, two young people, husband and wife. They live in a small flat in an old house  in one of the dirty streets of  New York. They work from early morning till late at night but got very little money. They have two things which are very dear to them- Jim’s gold watch and  Della’s beautiful hair. (They are sitting on the sofa in the living room. There is a Christmas Tree in the middle of the room. Della is brushing her hair. Jim is winding his watch.)

                                                          Scene1
Della and her friend are in the living room. They are chatting. Della is counting  money.
D:  (desperately) One dollar and eighty-seven cents! That’s all! I’ve already counted it three times and the next day it will be Christmas! I don’t have a present for Jim! (She begins crying.)

F: Don’t worry! Christmas and what! Nothing special. You can buy a present for him after Christmas.

D: But what can I buy for one dollar and eighty-seven cents.

F: I think he loves you without presents.

D: I have been saving every penny for months with this result! Only one dollar and eighty-seven cents!

F: By the way, what exactly do you want to buy for him?

D: You know Jim has a gold watch. It is very dear to him. It belonged to his grandfather and father. I want to buy him a gold watch-chain.

F: But you, what do you want to get as a Christmas present?

D: (dreamily) Once I saw beautiful combs in a shop-window. But they were so expensive. (regretfully)
D: I have a wonderful idea! (happily)

( She  gets up, stands in front of the mirror and looks at her beautiful  long hair)

F: What beautiful hair you have got!  It is so long and thick. But what about your idea?
D: I know where I can take money!  A hairdresser can buy my hair!

                                                         Scene 2
O. Henry:  She leaves the house and in a few minutes she is already at the hairdresser’s.
                                               At the hairdresser’s.
D: Hallo.
H: Hallo. What can I do for you?
D: Will you buy my hair?
H:  Yes, I will.  Take your hat off and let me have a look at it. It’s fine hair. (lifting the mass with a practiced hand) I can give you 20 dollars for it. 
D: Give it to me quickly!

 (The hairdresser cuts her hair off. Della is very happy. She takes the money and goes to buy a present for her husband.)

                                                        Scene3

                                                    At the shop.

Shop assistant: Can I help you?
D: I’m looking for a watch- chain for my husband.

S. a (showing her different watch-chains) We have got different watch-chains made of gold, silver and platinum. Which one do you prefer?

D. This one. (She chooses the chain.) It is just what I wanted. It is a platinum fob chain simple in design. As soon as I saw it I knew that it must be Jim’s. How much does it cost?
S. a.  Twenty-one dollars.

D. I’ll take it. It's like him- quietness and value.
                                                          Scene 4

Della is dancing. She is excited. But she is also worried about her new hairstyle. She constantly looks at her reflection in the mirror long, carefully and critically.

D: Jim will kill me! I hope he will love me with my new hairstyle. But what could I do with a dollar and eighty-seven cents! (desperately) Please, God, make him think I’m still pretty!
The bell is ringing. The door opens and Jim steps in and closes it.

O. Henry.  Poor fellow! He looks thin and very serious. He is only 22 and he needs a new overcoat and he is without gloves.

D:  Jim, darling! Don’t look at me that way! 

J: Why did you do it?

D: But my hair will grow again! It will grow awfully fast. Say “ Merry Christmas!”, Jim and let’s be happy!

J: You’ve cut off your hair!

D: Cut it off and sold it. Don’t you like me just as well, anyhow? I’m me without my hair! But look at my present! Here it is. (She puts a golden watch-chain into his hand) Give me your watch. I want to see how it looks on it.

J:  (He sits down on the sofa, puts his hands under the back of his head and smiles.)  
I’ve bought a present for you too. Open this packet, please. (He takes a packet out of his pocket and gives it to Della. She opens it and sees two beautiful combs, the combs that she saw in a shop window and wanted for so long.) 
D:  Oh my God! They are so beautiful! But they are so expensive! Where did you take money? Oh no, Jim!
J: I sold my gold watch, dear, to get the money for these combs. Let’s put our Christmas presents away, they are too nice to use just at present.

D: Oh dear, I love you! 

J: I love you too. Merry Christmas, dear!

O. Henry: The magi, as you know, were wise men, who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art of giving presents. Jim and Della sacrificed for each other the greatest treasures of their house, so they are the magi. 

                                                  Whole cast comes on stage.

                                                                 Curtain.

